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SUBJECT: Industry Working Group proposal for improving the
recently amended Children's Sleepwear Flammability Standards

DATE OF MEETING: June 4, 1997

DATE OF LOG ENTRY: dJune 23, 1997

AT

SOURCE OF LOG ENTRY: Margaret L. Neily
LOCATION: Room 714, East West Towers
CPSC ATTENDEES: See attached list of attendees.
NON-CPSC ATTENDEES: See attached list of attendees.

SUMMARY OF MEETING: On March 6, 1997, Compliance met with the
American Apparel Manufacturers Agsociation to discuss AAMA's
request for an extension of the stay of enforcement and other
manufacturing problems related to recent amendments of the
Childrens Sleepwear Flammability Standards. A working group was
formed, including a number of large retailers, to develop
workable garment specifications that would solve the problems
discussed.

At this meeting (6/4/97) Nikki Colandra, Sears, and Beth
Ann Littman, Kids "R" Us, presented the report of the working
group along with a number of recommendations for changes in the
ctandards. In order to produce cotton garments that meet
consumer's comfort, quality, and safety expectations, the group
proposed a new set of garment dimensions. Fabric characteristics
(stretch, recovery, and shrinkage) were incorporated in the
dimensions of the proposal. Basically, (1) garments would be
manufactured according to the standard pattern dimensions
proposed, (2) pre-finished fabrics would have a minimum of 50%
stretch and 4% recovery, and (3) finished garments would have a
maximum of 8 plus or minus 2% shrinkage in length and width. The
end result is intended to be garments that meet the current body
dimensions of the Standards after three launderings.

The garment measurements at the point of sale would exceed
currently required measurements at some points (thigh, upper arm,
leg opening). Additional ease would be allowed for diapers;
other measurements would be less than the current standard
requires. Alternatives for enforcing the proposed scheme were
also discussed.
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